CONSTITUTION OF UNITAS MALACOLOGICA

(Accepted by the UM General Assembly, Vienna, 25th August 2001)
ARTICLE I - Name 

Section 1. This organization shall be called "Unitas Malacologica, the International Society of Malacology"; hereafter referred to as "UM". 

ARTICLE II - Purpose

The purpose of this organization is to further the study of Mollusca by individual malacologists and interested societies and institutions all over the world.
ARTICLE III - Membership

Section 1. Membership in UM shall consist of the following:

a) Personal Membership: open to all persons who are interested in the purposes of the organization;

b) Affiliated Membership: open to any society or institution interested in promoting malacology;

c) Others as established at the discretion of Council.

Section 2. Membership normally shall be granted to those persons or affiliated organizations making written application to the Treasurer or Secretary of UM and paying the Annual Dues and/or fees established under the Bylaws. Refusal of any such application shall require a three-quarters majority vote of the Council; applicants who have not been accepted as members by the Council shall be entitled to appeal to the next General Assembly. On payment of the current dues, the applicant shall be entitled to receive communications of UM and enjoy the rights of membership, including attendance at the General Assembly.

UM is an independent organization with no constitutional or bylaw limitation, or financial obligation to any regional or national organization. Members of UM may, at their discretion, be members of any or all other regional or national organizations serving similar functions. This organization will not discriminate membership on the basis of race, creed, color, age, sex, nationality, ethnic origin, or handicap.

Section 3. Termination of membership shall take place:

(a) on receipt by the Secretary of a letter of resignation;

(b) on the death of a personal member, on dissolution of an affiliated member;

(c) if a proposal by the Council to cancel the membership of an individual, society or institution is accepted by the majority of ordinary members voting at the General Assembly; or 

(d) at the discretion of the Council, in any given period between General Assemblies, when a member has not paid his dues for the previous two years; but any member whose membership has been terminated in this way shall be entitled to appeal to the next General Assembly.

On termination of membership, a member loses all rights against UM.

Section 4. All dues and fees shall be specified in the Bylaws. They shall be set by the Council and approved by two-thirds majority vote of UM members in good standing attending a General Assembly.

ARTICLE IV - Council and Officers

Section 1. The government of UM shall be vested in an elected Council which shall be formed of personal members, of whom not more than two shall reside in the same country, and shall consist of:

a) Seven currently elected officers (President, Secretary, Treasurer, four Councilors) 

b) Vice President (the immediate Past-President).

Officers shall take office immediately after the termination of the General Assembly at which they are elected and, together with the retiring President, shall hold office until the termination of the next General Assembly. Two Councilors shall be elected at each General Assembly; the other two retain office until the subsequent General Assembly. Only the Secretary and Treasurer can be re-elected consecutively in the same capacity. The Secretary may serve no more than two consecutive terms, for a total of six years. The Treasurer may serve multiple terms, if his/her nomination for re-election is endorsed by a unanimous vote of Council. 

Section 2. The Council shall hold meetings at least annually (in person, or by other means of conference), to consider questions of policy, administration, and such other matters as may be brought before it. At other times, the Council may meet on call of the currently elected President to consider matters pertaining to the administration of UM, or vote on them by mail or other means. Not fewer than five (5) members of Council present at any meeting shall constitute a quorum for the proper conduct of UM business. Resolutions of the Council shall be passed by simple majority of its entire membership. The President (or in his/her absence the Vice President) shall have the casting vote. 

Section 3. In lega1 matters the President and Secretary jointly shall sign for the Council.

ARTICLE V - Congresses, General Assemblies, Voting, and Elections

Section 1. The Council shall organize periodic (usually triennial) International Congresses. No two consecutive UM International Congresses shall take place in the same country. Additional (usually regional or subject-specialized) meetings or other events may be sponsored by UM. Non-members may attend UM Congresses and other such events (but may be subject to additional fees). 

Section 2. A General Assembly shall be held at each International Congress, and shall deal with the internal affairs of UM. 

Section 3. Only personal members are entitled to vote. As a general principle, the right of voting will be confined to those present at General Assemblies, either on their own behalf or as authorized written proxies on behalf of personal members not present. These written proxies are to be presented to the Secretary before the General Assembly. The following are the exceptions to this principle:

(a) all voting for the election of officers shall be by mail, except as stipulated in Section 4; 

(b) (b) all voting for the dissolution of UM shall be by mail as stipulated in ARTICLE VIII.

Section 4. Nominations for officers shall be called no later than 120 days before a General Assembly. Any personal member may nominate another member for Council, each nomination requiring a seconder (who is also a personal member in good standing) and the signed agreement of the nominee. Voting papers with the names of persons nominated and the capacity in which they are nominated shall be mailed to personal members at least 30 days before the General Assembly. Election shall be by simple majority of all votes received by the Secretary before the date of the General Assembly. In the case of a tied vote, the General Assembly shall decide by simple majority vote.

Section 5. In the case of death or resignation of an officer or other member of Council, the remaining members of Council may appoint a successor to serve until the next General Assembly, subject to ARTICLE IV, Section 1.

ARTICLE V - Amendment

Section 1. Proposals to amend this Constitution shall be prepared on behalf of Council by a Constitution and Bylaws Committee (appointed by the President), or may be submitted to the President by a petition bearing the signatures of at least ten (10) UM members in good standing.

Section 2. Proposed amendments shall be circulated to all Council members at least sixty (60) days before a General Assembly. They shall be voted upon at Council Meeting, with absentee ballots being sent to the President by Council members unable to attend. If accepted by the Council and ratified by a majority voice vote of the UM members attending the General Assembly, the amendment shall then be submitted for mail vote to all personal members in good standing. The ballot shall be mailed at least

thirty (30) days prior to the closing date for voting. The Secretary shall collect and count the ballots, with the President verifying the count and certifying the vote to the Council. A two-thirds majority of those voting shall be required for passage.

Section 3. Amendments will take effect immediately upon certification to the Council unless otherwise specified.

ARTICLE VI - Bylaws

Section 1. The UM may enact Bylaws interpreting any Article or Section of the Constitution. The procedure for adopting, amending, or repealing any Bylaw shall be as specified in the Bylaws.

ARTICLE VII - General Prohibitions 

Section 1. Notwithstanding any provision of the Constitution or Bylaws which may be susceptible to a contrary construction:

a) UM shall be organized exclusively for scientific and educational purposes;

b) UM shall be operated exclusively for scientific and educational purposes;

c) no part of the net earnings of UM shall or may under any circumstances inure to the benefit of any individual;

d) no substantial part of the activities of UM shall consist of carrying on political propaganda;

e) UM shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) political campaigns on behalf of any candidate for public office;

f) UM shall not be organized or operated for profit;

g) UM shall not:

1) lend any part of its income or corpus without the receipt of adequate security and a reasonable rate of interest to;


2) pay any compensation, in excess of a reasonable reimbursement for personal services actually rendered to;


3) make any part of its services available on preferential basis to;


4) make any purchase of securities or any other property, for more than adequate consideration in money or money's worth from;


5) sell any securities or other property for less than adequate consideration in money or money's worth to; or


6) engage in any other transactions which result in substantial diversions of its income or corpus to;

any officer, member of the Council, or substantial contributor to UM. The prohibitions contained in this subsection (g) do not imply that UM may make such loans, payments, sales or purchases to anyone else, unless such authority be given or implied by other provisions of the Constitution or Bylaws.

ARTICLE VIII - Dissolution

Section 1. Dissolution of UM requires the consent of at least 2/3 of the total number of personal members voting by mail. Upon dissolution, the Council shall distribute the assets and accrued income to one or more malacological organizations and/or malacological periodicals as determined by the Council, but which organization or organizations shall meet the limitations prescribed in sub-sections a-g inclusive, of ARTICLE VII, immediately preceding.

BYLAWS OF UNITAS MALACOLOGICA

(Accepted by the UM General Assembly, Vienna, 25th August 2001)

DUTIES OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

1. President - presides as Chair over Council meetings and General Assemblies, casts the determining Council vote when votes on each side are equal; sets and distributes Council agendas; organizes the triennial International Congress and associated abstract publications and/or proceedings; signs for UM in legal matters jointly with Secretary, as defined by Constitution Article 4, Section 3; appoints committee chairs.

2. Secretary - speaks for the society and interacts with other national and international bodies on behalf of UM; performs corresponding and recording duties for UM (including minutes of Council meetings and General Assemblies); maintains UM archives; signs for society in legal matters jointly with President, as defined by Constitution Article 4, Section 3; oversees newsletter and electronic publications (i.e., web site) concerned with communication with members.

3. Vice President (the Immediate Past President) - serves in the President's capacity in his/her absence.

4. Treasurer - maintains all financial and membership records for the society; oversees investments of UM funds.

5. Councilors - serve as additional voting members of Council.

CONGRESSES

1. Council must approve the proposed date, site, and joint meeting arrangements for each International Congress prior to any formal commitments.

COMMITTEES

Committees for special purposes may be appointed by, and shall report to, the President. 

1. The Auditing Committee consists of two Personal Members in good standing, selected by the Chair of the prior General Assembly. This Committee shall audit the Treasurer’s operations and accounts of the three-year period until the following General Assembly.

DUES

Membership fees shall be annual, covering the calendar year. Council may review membership fees as necessary and any changes shall be voted upon by the General Assembly. 

Current membership fees are 16 Euro per annum, with students being assessed half that amount.

USE OF FUNDS

Funds may be used, at Council’s discretion, to further the goals of the Society, specifically through publications, special projects, scholarships, travel funds, and administrative costs. 

NEWSLETTER

Communications of UM containing announcements of meetings, accounts, lists of members, etc., shall be sent to all members. These communications shall not contain any matter that will qualify them as scientific publications.

AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS

Section 1. Proposals to amend these Bylaws shall be prepared by a Constitution & Bylaws Committee as appointed by the President, or may be submitted to the President by petition bearing the signatures of at least ten (10) UM members in good standing.

Section 2. Proposed amendments shall be circulated to all Council members for vote. If accepted by Council and ratified by a majority voice vote of the UM members attending the General Assembly (or, alternatively by a majority of returned ballots in case of a written ballot vote), the amendment shall be accepted.

Section 3. Amendments will take effect immediately upon certification to the Council unless otherwise specified.

