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A total of 277 participants attended the congress held by a team of

27 people from Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), under the auspices of the

2013-2016 UM Council lead by President, Prof. Dr. Aileen Tan Shau Hwai.

The congress was held from 18 to 24th July 2016 at Hotel Jen, in the heart

of Georgetown – A UNESCO World Heritage Site.

We proudly present to you the full report since the conception of the

WCM 2016 Penang to the end of the congress itself. Prior to June 2013, the

proposal to hold WCM 2016 in Penang was put forward and was voted for at

WCM 2013 in Azores.

Figure 1. Journey of the UM Presidency and WCM handover

The decision was to take WCM 12,657 km across the continent, to

Malaysia, making it the second time WCM has landed on the Southeast

Asian shore since 2010 in Phuket, Thailand. The bold proposal to hold the

congress in Penang was not made lightly. One of the underlying reasons for

the proposal was to enable more malacologists from Asia to attend, to share

knowledge with malacologists from the west! Seeing that the costs would

have been more affordable for those in Asia, it could in turn gather more

young malacologists to fill in the knowledge age gap.

Preparing to host a WCM was no easy feat; Our salute and

admiration goes out to all past and future WCM organizers! Expectations

from earlier WCMs were high (Europe and its classical charm!) and we

thank the malacologists for spreading the word to their enthusiastic circle

(60.4% of attendees heard about WCM through the grapevine!) whose

attendance and support, we truly appreciate.

Correspondence with participants were strictly via email to keep

mailing costs down and it would be easier for filing purposes. Two local

teams were set up, the first being the groundwork team who handled

logistics such as venue scouting, sponsorships, collaboration with USM as

well as online correspondence from the beginning of planning until WCM

itself. The additional ad-hoc team was set up to assist the groundwork team

on-site for a smoother process in registration, events and logistics. Both

teams consisted of graduate students and Universiti Sains Malaysia staff.

To future organizers, let it be known that students are actually very capable

of handling events! 3
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Table 1. Timeline of WCM 2016

There was a total of 25 symposia organizers for our 15 symposia themes,

which were suggested and pushed for by passionate teams!

Month/Year 2013 2014 2015 2016

Jan

• 1st Council 

Meeting –

presentation 

of congress 

plan
• Venue 

negotiations

• On-going application 

for local sponsorships

Feb

Mar

• Early bird registration 

and submission of 

abstract deadline

Apr

• Confirmation 

of conference 

site

• Deadline for Normal 

(non-early bird) 

registration

May • Deadline for payment

Jun

• Proposal for 

WCM 2016 

in Penang 

was officially 

put forward 

(UM 

Newsletter 

No. 33)

• 2nd council 

meeting @ 

USM 

• 1st press 

conference

• Website 

Launched 

• First 

Registration 

received!

Jul

• Proposal

approved at

WCM 2013

in Azores

• WCM 2016 18th-24th 

July 2016 @Hotel 

Jen, Penang

Aug

• Consolidation

Sep

• Establishment 

of 

Groundwork 

Local Team 

and Job 

Allocation

Oct

• Scouting for 

Venue!

• 1st Call of 

Abstract (UM 

Newsletter 

No. 35)

Application 

for local 

sponsorships

Nov • On-going 

application for 

local 

sponsorshipsDec
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Figure 2. Book of Abstracts front cover

Figure 3. WCM 2016 venue – Hotel Jen,

Georgetown, Penang, Malaysia
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The total number of participants was 277, a 32% decline since WCM

2013 (409), representing institutions from 41 countries. The congress was

represented by the most participants from Japan (36), followed by 28 from

Germany and 26 from the United States of America! Interestingly, the

attendance in WCM was represented as follows, by percentage and

continent.
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Figure 4. Comparison of WCM 2013 and WCM 2016
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The obvious trend was the shift in the majority representing

continents from WCM 2013 and WCM 2016. A total of 64.1% of the

participants in WCM 2013 were from Europe, whereas that representation

by percentage has declined to be the second highest (33.9%) in WCM 2016.

The second highest representation at WCM 2013 was from North America

(20.3%), has declined to 9.4% in WCM 2016. The shift in the locality of

WCM 2016 to Asia has boosted the number of Asian institution participation

from 5.1% in WCM 2013 to 44.4% (the highest) in WCM 2016. A noteworthy

mention is the 24.3% increase in participation from Southeast Asia

(4 participants in WCM 2013; 70 participants in WCM 2016).

The following are demographics from our attendance register.

Figure 5. Gender of attended participants are balanced

Figure 6. Total number of oral and poster abstracts presented
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We had four keynote speakers for the congress, covering various areas of

interests.

Figure 7. Keynote speakers

a

b

c

d

20th July 2016

Kathe R. Jensen

Natural History Museum, Denmark

Title: “Review of the Sacoglossa: No longer 

Opisthobranchia, not quite Pulmonata”

21st July 2016

Fred E. Wells

Enzer Marine Environmental Consulting, 

Australia

Title: “Invasive marine species: A hidden 

problem in Southeast Asia”

21st July 2016

Fred E. Wells

Enzer Marine Environmental Consulting, 

Australia

Title: “Invasive marine species: A hidden 

problem in Southeast Asia”

24th July 2016

Tony Whitten

Flora & Fauna International, United 

Kingdom

Title: “Lessons learned from engaging with 

cement companies for snail conservation: 

Failures and Successes”

8



World Congress of Malacology 2016, Penang, Malaysia 

Full Report

Figure 8. Presented abstracts by symposia (oral and poster)
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Breakdown of abstracts by symposia

Legend Symposia name

EMM Ecology of Marine Molluscs

MBB Molluscan Biodiversity and Biogeography in the Indo-West Pacific 

OR Integrating Molecules, Morphology, Biology and Biogeography in “Opisthobranch” Research

MA Molluscan Aquaculture in a Changing Climate

MCC Molluscs in Climate Change Research: New Uses of an Old Group

HQSF “How to Quantify Shell Form?”

FB Freshwater Bivalves of the World: Diversity, Distribution, Evolution and Ecology

OS Open Session

LSPS Integrative Research on Molluscan Phylogenetics: A Tribute to the Late Professor Salvini-Plawen

TMMP Tropical Marine Molluscs Programme: Past and Present

MBS Morphology Based Systematics in Action

TML Tsunami and Marine Life in Asia

LB Limestone Biodiversity and Conservation Issue

PM Predators of Molluscs

PG Planktic Gastropods
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Figure 9. Summary of abstract authorship

Figure 10. Number of abstracts by Mollusc Classes
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To aid students and young scientists in attending WCM 2016, a total

of 7 entities sponsored various travel grants. A total of 41 participants are

awarded by UNITAS MALACOLOGICA, 4 by the Malacological Society of

London, 5 by the Malacological Society of Japan, 1 by the Malacological

Society of Australasia and 1 each by 3 of the local and international

sponsors.

A total of 10 student awards were awarded during the Farewell

Dinner on 24th July 2016. They were from Unitas Malacologica (3 Best Oral

Presentations, 3 Best Poster Presentations), Malacological Society of Spain

(1 Best Oral Presentation, 1 Best Poster Presentation) and the

Malacological Society of London (1 Best Oral Presentation, 1 Best Poster

Presentation). The awards varied in value and journal subscriptions.

Figure 11. Some of the awardees being presented their awards at the Farewell 

Dinner
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Throughout the congress, a fund-raising ‘Silent Auction’ was carried

out. Malacology was the theme for the items which are donated by

participants from near and far, some participants went as far as to

handmake the items! Proceeds from this auction goes to the UM

Endowment Funds. A total of 41 items were auctioned off. As you can see in

the photo, the auction was really silent! No haggling of organizers allowed

and stacks of bid forms are left on the table if bidders thought their bids are

threatened and can renew their bids as many times as they see fit, to

ensure they are the highest bidder.

Figure 12. Silent Auction corner with clearly labelled items

Figure 13. Items auctioned off to the highest bidder during the Farewell Dinner

The 41 items managed to auction for a total of RM 2610.50 (about

537 Euros), which will go towards the UM Endowment Fund. The Silent

Auction organizers would like to thank all the donors and bidders for their

tremendous support in making this inaugural event a success and we

sincerely hope that there will be more Silent Auctions to come.
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The Farewell Dinner was a social activity meant to showcase

Malaysia to the participants, in case they did not have enough time to

explore and experience the diverse cultures we have here. Several

participants were sporting to bring along their national costumes and even

joined in the fun for the finale cultural dance.

Figure 14. Wonderful costumes and participation from our delegates

Figure 15. Part of the organizing committee’s ‘Cultural Fashion Show’

Surprisingly, the ratio of organizing committee to participants is 1:10!

This shows that you only need a small team of highly dedicated individuals

to realize a successful conference! There was a surplus in this event, albeit

a small sum in Euros, RM 10,000.00 has been donated to Unitas

Malacologica. Alas, it is time to wrap things up for WCM 2016. A new UM

logo plaque constructed in pewter was exchanged between UM’s Outgoing

President, Prof. Dr. Aileen Tan Shau-Hwai and Incoming President, Dr.

Terry Gosliner, marking the end and beginning of the new term 2016-2019.

It is hoped that the logo will be passed on to future presidents, serving as a

reminder of their obligations in the continuation of the malacological field.
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Figure 16. Presidents’ exchange

Figure 17. WCM 2019 will be held in California, USA

Until then, the organizers would like to express their sincere

appreciation towards all the participants and we would like you all to know

that this was a wonderful experience for us to learn from the best. Your

constructive feedback has been received and we will take the responses

and suggestions in mind for our future events. We hoped you had a blast at

WCM 2016 in Penang, Malaysia.

p/s A corrected online version of the abstract book can be found here:

http://bit.ly/2v0PWuv

14

http://bit.ly/2v0PWuv


Annex I – Feedback Form

















Annex II – Silent Auction Items

Items ranged from items with local cultural references,

toys, books, handmade goods, food and jewellery. Items

can only be bid with this form



Annex III – Press conference and UM Council members visit

First Press conference in Local Chinese Newspaper (June 2015)



Annex IV: Press conference coverage in Universiti Sains Malaysia News website







Annex V- Main communication blasting channels

Official WCM 2016 website: www.wcm2016.usm.my

Official WCM 2016 Facebook page



Annex VI – Press conference during WCM 2016

UM Council members with Deputy Minister of Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) 

Malaysia and representatives from Universiti Sains Malaysia



Annex VII – WCM 2016 Article on USM News website in Bahasa Malaysia (local language)
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